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ABSTRACT

Postcolonial literature emerges as a critical narrative response to colonial history, authentically
articulating the lived experiences of formerly colonised people. This study investigates the growth and
significance of postcolonial literature, focussing on how marginalised voices are represented and
reclaimed through literary forms. This study, using major postcolonial theories from scholars such as
Gayatri Spivak, Edward Said, and Homi Bhabha, emphasises writers' decolonising efforts to counter
colonial ideologies. It also investigates how intersectionality and identity politics shape narratives of race,
gender, and class in postcolonial literature. This work emphasises the ongoing necessity of decolonising
techniques to comprehend postcolonial works, which contribute to a more inclusive global literary canon.
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INTRODUCTION

Postcolonial literature is writings composed in English or emanating from the ex-colonies, which work to
articulate that world once silenced, the worlds which would otherwise remain still beyond the privileged
reader's grasp, narrated by those whose subjectivities were once mocked by narratives far from the
complexities of their real experiences. Postcolonial literature is the authentic articulation of the long-
oppressed spirit of native people of English colonies and the narrative of the pre-colonial natives as well.
The body of works of real expression is called indigenous literature. This world beyond the colonies is the
product of colonized colonialism, the outgrowth of the settler and the native, populated by natives but
working for the colonizers, which in the end also reaches to subjugate his co-natives. Postcolonial
literature struggles to make audible and genuine the voices of ex-colonial people of the Commonwealth
nations and the global scene in the end, those remaining evolved to near third-world countries if not
actually. Within the purview of comparative literature, postcolonialism strikes a very nationalistic tone.
Postcolonialism is the name of a praxis [1, 27]. Commenting on the British orientalist and historian, it is
asserted that the postcolonial intelligentsia has discerned in the relationship between colonizer and
colonized a cataclysmic struggle over the production of rememberable accounts. The postcolonial tribes,
reeling under an end-of-cultural-empire effect, are aflame with stories. The word 'account' itself is
significant. In this cryptic obiter dictum, rumors of struggle, are incomprehensible to the rest of us
because of the aftermath of colonial realities, the accounts possible after narrating what happened. All
these stories vie for the attention of zapper of tele-eyed viewers [3, 4.
Key Theoretical Frameworks in Postcolonial Studies

To provide an analytical framework for reading and understanding postcolonial texts, this course will
offer a survey of some of the most influential postcolonial theories. Much of this work has contributed to
both understanding and critiquing the discursive aspects of empire and colonialism, how they intersect
with and configure constructions of gender, race, and class, and the effects of empire and the colonizing
imagination on the ways literature, culture, and society have been represented [5, 6]. The value of
European culture is that it celebrates the Roman Empire with an easy familiarity available in no other
form. Thus, it is said that though we did indeed take treasures from subject peoples for the use of the
imperial courts, we left the natives, for healthful reasons of course, to their beautiful dispossession.
According to Spivak, native peoples have been rendered subaltern, or outside of the "matter of theory";
Spivak argues that the "space [of the subaltern] is not available for writing" and, in narrativizing a
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development from sociological analysis of the "colonial situation” to better address the fictions written
within empire, the title of her most "famous" essay, "Can the Subaltern Speak?" is derived from the
subtitle of her project: "Elements of the theory of representation." Both Said and Bhabha, in their
introductory essays to the books under review, discuss the importance of their theories for acts of reading
7,87
Representation of Marginalized Voices in Postcolonial Literature

Both literary and oral narratives, which many postcolonial authors adapt or transform, are a means of
presenting historical accounts of colonized societies. Writers can retroactively assert an identity in
opposition to the imposed and distorted identity of the 'other' in colonial discourses. The inclusion of
other voices and neglected social groups into a previously monologic mainstream has led postcolonial
studies to include representations of women, minority cultures, and the dispossessed in its study of
postcolonial expressions. Yet not all postcolonial texts strive to represent the voices of those
who exoticized or oppressed others. Critics continue to question whether any author, no matter how
much he or she affiliates with a marginalized social group, has the right to represent a collective and
authentic picture of that culture. These quibbles remain even if we decorate our prose with euphemistic
scare quotes, as whether or not a culture is represented 'accurately' or 'authentically' is a muddle.
Feminists are more overt in their concern over who authors are and what voice they use, but in general,
most theoreticians of postcolonialism architectonically deflate the arrogance of representational
statements by saying that neither the spoken nor the written word is unreadable and 'absolute' mimetic
vehicle. Fifty-four years after the birth of postcolonial literature, literature still incorporates corporations
and the Towers of Babel. Our engines of expression lie entropic, though we sometimes assemble a
typewriter. In his play, a 19th-century writer said, "Wir armen Leut sind alle Tage betrogen' ('Poor we
are wretches/ Every day we're cheated'). The same bleak vignette repeats in contemporary struggling
India. The road's political circus left me ambushed by gaudy and pithy messages, snakes, and rickety
buses. In postcolonial India, the state made me the joker and my laughter revolted. So here am I, back in
Calcutta, under the weight of globalization and running with this hanging saffron column of
psychological arousal. But I light a cigarette, take my heart, and proudly walk forth with an exaurum: it is
the resistance that counts, not the surrender; it is the struggle that is history; it is life and an exhausted
but still erotically inviting speech, to awaken us in the light of the dark alley [9, 57.

Intersectionality and Identity in Postcolonial Texts
Intersectionality is concerned with how social categories such as race, age, class, gender, sexuality, health,
and religion produce a complex intersection of different forms of power relations historically produced,
along with simultaneous, rather than uniform, experiences of a layered set of oppressions. Different
articulations of these ideas can be seen in some of the literature. The female speaker creates several
comparisons of identity through images of wealth and poverty, attractiveness, and unattractiveness,
thereby challenging any imposed singular identity. In turn, the speaker of the household slave in the same
poem demonstrates that differing histories, that stem from different starting points, cannot allow for
distributive, commensurable categories of poverty and suffering: “The Master ashes our hands, and has us
fetch water and carry lead, spill blood without anger, draw the knives across our own throats to feed
ourselves to him, who eats away at us while he lives unburdened beyond our block. How can you be
acquainted with me? Are we the same? Our fates are not the same. They will not until they are as light as
the air between the parted sky and earth’ [10, 117].

Decolonizing Approaches in Postcolonial Criticism
Postcolonial literature refers to the literary production of writers who live at the geographical and
sociological margins of power. Postcolonial literary theory, on the other hand, refers to a number of
approaches to the cultural and literary production of people who write from or relate to cultures that are
colonized or have been colonized. Postcolonial criticism focuses on the interactions between colonizers
and colonized cultures and also explores the various ways that colonial activity has influenced the
colonized people's sense of identity. There are many different ways to approach postcolonial criticism, and
its development has evolved over the years. This section is on decolonizing approaches in postcolonial
criticism, which seek to engage more directly with the colonial legacies of how we read. Western
approaches to reading and interpreting postcolonial literature have often been limited by perspectives
defined in colonial metropoles. Colonial discourse constructed colonized peoples as lacking authentic
knowledge, values, and authority. As such, decolonizing approaches in postcolonial studies are focused on
recovering the authentic voices of the subtle speakers. They reject the essentialist attitude that sees the
world as necessarily polarized between self and other. What decolonizing critics insist on is a need for
self-reflection. They believe that postcolonial literary criticism has an important role to play in creating a
more inclusive literary canon, fostering activism, and leading to social justice [12, 187.
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CONCLUSION

Postcolonial literature remains a powerful platform for voicing the stories of those once silenced under
colonial rule. Engaging with complex issues of identity, power, and representation, it not only critiques
the legacies of colonialism but also reshapes our understanding of history, culture, and society. Through
decolonizing approaches and intersectional analysis, postcolonial literature calls for a more nuanced and
inclusive interpretation of literary texts, breaking free from Eurocentric frameworks and giving space to
voices that resist marginalization. In doing so, it continues to play a vital role in fostering social justice
and cultural understanding in a globalized world.
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